UTILITY PATENT APPLICATION 
FOR 

DISPOSABLE STETHOSCOPE HEAD COVER 

BY 

BASIL BROWN - INVENTOR 
901 CORDELL DRIVE 
DESOTO, TEXAS 75115 


YVONNE MOSLEY BROWN - INVENTOR 
901 CORDELL DRIVE 
DESOTO, TEXAS 75115 


CR OSS R E F ER ENC E T O R ELATED A PPLICATIO N S 


This Utility Patent Application cross references to Provisional Patent Application Number 
60/244,344 filed on October 29, 2000. There are no other applications cross-referenced. 


• * 

DISPOSABLE COVER FOR S T ETHO S CO PE HEAP 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to a necessity to increase efforts to prevent the spread of 
infections, diseases, body fluids, and organisms from one patient to the next, or from a 
patient to a medical personnel providing care to the patient, due to the use of an unsterile 
stethoscope being used from one patient to the next over and over again. A stethoscope 
cover would act as a shield that would lie between the body of a patient and the face of 
the medical equipment. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

Medical personnel do not have time to sterilize their stethoscope after each use. 
Thus, a disposable cover that prevents the spread of infection, diseases, body fluids, and 
organisms from one patient to the next is imperative. The stethoscope cover acts as a 
shield that lies between the body of the patient and the face of the stethoscope that 
actually makes contact with the patients skin. This shield will prevent, and possibly 
eliminate, the spread of infections, diseases, body fluids, and organisms from patient to 
patient in a medical setting or from person to person in a non-medical setting. This shield 
will also aide in eliminating nosocomial infections in a hospital, Doctor's office, or other 
medical environment. 

Stethoscopes are used several times a day in a hospital or other medical environment. In 
most cases, a stethoscope is used on virtually every patient in a hospital one, or more, 
times per day. The stethoscopes are generally not sterilized after use from one patient to 
the next. Thus, the possibility of the spread of infections, diseases, body fluids, or 
organisms from one patient to the next is extremely high. Considering the fact that most 


patients in the hospital are already battling other illnesses and that their immune systems 
could already be weakened, adding a new infection due to the use of an unsterile 
stethoscope could prove to be fatal. Thus, the need for a disposable stethoscope head 
cover is increasingly becoming a necessity in both the hospital setting and in the 
non-hospital setting. 

Typically, the head of the stethoscope is placed in direct contact with a patients 
skin. This is done in an effort to listen closely to a patient's heart rate and rhythms, lung 
clarity, abdominal sounds, and to determine blood pressure. Generally, this procedure is 
practiced on each patient in a hospital setting one, or more, times per day by one, or more, 
different hospital personnel. Medical personnel typically use their own personal 
stethoscope to perform these procedures day after day. Rarely, if ever, is a stethoscope 
sterilized on a daily basis, not to mention on a patient-to-patient basis. Thus, patients are 
exposed to a tremendous risk of contracting a harmful infection or disease due to direct 
contact with an unsterilized stethoscope head. 

The Center for Disease Control reports that infections, diseases, body fluids, and 
organisms are being transferred from patient-to-patient at a much higher rate now than 
ever before due to the use of unsterile equipment being used in our hospitals and other 
medical settings such as Doctor's offices and clinics. Thus, it is imperative that Universal 
Precautions be established, and utilized, in the area pertaining to the use of stethoscopes 
and other medical equipment used on multiple patients each day, week, month, and year. 
Typical universal precautions encourage the use of protective gear such as gloves, masks, 
gowns, head covers, and shoe covers. These precautions are used to protect the patients 
and the medical personnel from spreading infections, diseases, body fluids and organisms 
to each other. The same type of Universal Precautions should be established, and utilized, 
in the area of medical equipment such as stethoscopes. 
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BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The disposable stethoscope cover is designed to provide a safer work environment for 
employees in the medical care industry. It is also designed to provide a safer environment 
for patients in the healthcare industry. Today, there are many life-threatening diseases that 
can be attained by a healthcare employee or a patient being exposed to a contaminated 
stethoscope head. There are incurable staphylococcus infections currently present in our 
environment today. By eliminating exposure to potentially contaminated stethoscope 
heads, the possibility of infection, and/or death due to exposure to a contaminated 
stethoscope head, is greatly reduced if not completely eliminated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS/PHOTOGRAPHS 

FIG. 1 is a large partial cross-sectional view of the cover in place on a bell portion of the 
head of a stethoscope. 

FIG. 2 is a large partial cross-sectional view of the cover in place on a diaphragm portion 
of the head of a stethoscope. 

FIG. 3 is a top view of a disposable cover for a stethoscope head for both the bell and 
diaphragm. 

FIG. 4 is a top view of disposable cover for a stethoscope head for the diaphragm. 
FIG. 5 is an aerial view of the disposable stethoscope cover actually in place on a bell. 
FIG. 6 is an aerial view of the disposable stethoscope cover actually in place on a 
diaphragm. 

FIG. 7 is a side view of the disposable stethoscope cover actually in place on both the bell 
and diaphragm. 

FIG. 8 is an aerial view of the disposable stethoscope cover actually in place on both the 
bell and diaphragm. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION 

Referring to figure 2, the stethoscope head is comprised of the bell portion 1, the 
diaphragm portion 2 and the neck portion 3 which separates the bell from the diaphragm 
and includes an opening for a tubal attachment 4 to the remaining parts of a stethoscope. 


This invention is designed from a flexible, stretchable, non-permeable material that is 
designed to cover either the diaphragm or the bell of a stethoscope head prior to any 
contact with a patients skin. This cover is designed for a single use. In figure 3, the cover 

O is designed to completely cover either the diaphragm or bell of a stethoscope head. The 

n 

y cover has an opening designed to stretch over the diaphragm or bell and then detract back 

is I 

P to normal size to completely encase the diaphragm or bell when inserting and to do the 

~ same, once more, when removing. The cover has a tab 5, that could vary in size, shape, 

i\ and material, made of a durable material designed to aide in insertion and removal of 

b; disposable cover. The tab will cause the cover to be inserted and removed with great 

*D ease. The tab can be easily seen and easily grasped during insertion and removal. While 

D 

the exact measurements for the stethoscope head, and it's components, vary, this cover is 
designed to accommodate such variations. 


There have been previous attempts to invent disposable covers for stethoscopes 
heads. In most previous cases, the covers were difficult to install and even more difficult 
to disengage after use. The present invention is designed to make it much easier to cover 
the head of a stethoscope with a disposable, non-permeable, cover that will prevent the 
spread of infections, diseases, body fluids, or organisms. The cover will be easy to install 
and ever more easier to remove. This will cause the medical profession to embrace this 
invention and use it with regularity with each patient. The Stethoscope head cover will 
include a highly visible, easily accessible tab that protrudes from the edge of the disposable 
stethoscope cover. This tab will enable the user to easily place the sterile/non-sterile, 


